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The use upon the public highways of motor vehicles engaged in transportation for hire may be prohibited, restricted, or 
conditioned by the controlling public authority. ! This rule applies to private contract carriers? as well as to common carriers.” 


Indeed, commercial motor carriers are highly regulated by the state.“ Municipalities may regulate and control traffic; ?to that 
end, there is a strong public interest in regulating taxicabs, which include preventing congestion on the streets, insuring traffic 
safety, providing its citizens with a safe and reasonably priced service, preventing unsafe driving, and insuring that competent 


bai p Sis 5 
people are servicing its citizens. 


Statutes and ordinances regulating vehicles and their operation upon the public ways must not unjustly discriminate between 
individuals or classes.° Buses form a separate and distinct class of conveyance, and therefore regulations pertaining to such 
vehicles are not discriminatory because streetcars, taxicabs, and the like, are excluded from their operation.’ So too, as a 


general rule, “jitneys” may be subjected to different regulations than those applicable to privately owned automobiles,® although 
an ordinance prohibiting jitneys has been held to be unconstitutional classification on the ground that it bore no substantial 


relationship to traffic safety.” A statute allowing municipalities to regulate provision of ambulance services allows for a single 
provider system to be adopted in the interest of public health and safety. 10 A distinction may also be made between private 


carriers who transport their own property for compensation and those who transport their own property without compensation. N 
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